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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Galgano, Thomas M, on March 29, 2006. 



IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. (Currently Amended) A thumb and finger guide structure for use with a 
computer mouse having a palm portion and two lateral opposite sides, said structure 
comprising: 

a) a palm member dimensioned and shaped to fit over the palm portion of 
the computer mouse; 

b) a thumb guide ring extending fi^om said palm member; 

c) a little finger ring guide extending from said palm member and spaced 
from said thumb guide ring, said finger guide ring being spaced from said thumb guide 
ring by an amount approximately equal to the distance between the thumb and little 
finger of the hand of the intended user when the hand is in an open relaxed position so 
that the structure supports the user's hand in an open relaxed position and said guides 
guide rings being positioned such that the mouse may be moved and lifted without said 
user's thumb and finger gripping the two lateral opposite sides thereof; and 

d) means for attaching said structure to an existing computer mouse. 
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2. (Currently Amended) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 
1, wherein at least one of said thumb guide ring and said finger guide ring is disposed 
generally above a side of said mouse. 



3. (Cancelled) 



4. (Cancelled) 



7. (Currently Amended) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 1, 

wherein: 

said palm member, said thumb guide ring, and said finger guide ring are formed as an 
integral plastic member. 



9, (Original) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 1, wherein both of 
said thumb and finger support s guide rings are disposed generally above opposite lateral sides 
of said mouse. 

10. (Currently Amended) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim [[4]] 1, 
additionally including means for adjusting the diameter of said thumb and finger rings. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer mouse assembly comprising: 

a computer mouse having a palm portion and two opposite lateral sides; and spaced- 
apart thumb and little finger guid e s guide rings attachable to said computer mouse, said 
little finger guide rings ring being spaced from said thumb guide ring by an amount 
approximately egual to the distance between the thumb and the little finger of the hand of 
the intended user when the hand is in an open relaxed position so that the guides positions 
the user's hand in an open relaxed position and said guides being positioned such that the 
mouse may be moved and lifted without said user's thumb and finger gripping the two 
opposite lateral sides thereof 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 14, 
comprising a palm member dimensioned and shaped to fit over the palm portion of the 
computer mouse and which is attachable to said computer mouse, said thumb and finger 
guid e s guide rings being attachable to said mouse via said palm member. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 14, 
wherein at least one of said thumbs thumb and said little finger guide rinds supports is 
disposed is generally above a lateral side of said mouse. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer mouse assembly according to claim [[18]] 14, 
wherein both of said thumb and finger guides guide rings are disposed generally above 
opposite lateral sides of said mouse, 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer mouse assembly according to claim [[18]] 14, 
additionally including means for adjusting the diameter of said thumb and little finger guide 
rings. 

24. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure for use with a computer mouse 
having a palm portion and two lateral opposite sides, said structure comprising: 

a) a palm member dimensioned and shaped to fit over the palm portion of 
the computer mouse; 

b) a thumb guide extending from said palm member, and a little finger 
guide extending fi'om said palm member and spaced from said thumb guide, 
said little finger guide being spaced from said thumb guide by an amount 
approximately equal to the distance between the thumb and little finger of the 
hand of the intended user when the hand is in an open relaxed position so that 
the structure supports the user's hand in an open relaxed position and said 
guides being positioned such that the mouse may be moved and lifted without 
said user's thumb and finger gripping the two lateral opposite sides thereof, 
said guides being outwardly and downwardly opening, arcuate flanges; and 

c) means for attaching said structure to an existing computer mouse. 

25. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 24, wherein at least 
one of said thumb guide and said finger guide is disposed generally above a side of 
said mouse. 



26. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 24, wherein 
said means for attaching comprise adhesive means. 

27, (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 24, wherein: 
said palm member is generally curved and shaped to support an average adult palm 
when the hand is in an open relaxed position. 
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28. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 24, wherein: 

said pabn member, said thumb guide, and said finger guide are formed as an integral 
plastic member. 

29. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 28, wherein: 
said palm member is at least partially covered with an absorbent fabric. 

30. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 24, wherein both of 
said thumb and finger guides are disposed generally above opposite lateral sides of said 
mouse. 

31. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 24, wherein said 
palm portion has an outline with a hand. 

32. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 31, wherein said 
outline of said hand is recessed in said palm. 



33. (New) A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 24, wherein said 
palm portion has two downwardly depending legs positioned and dimensioned to straddle 
said mouse and including means mounted thereon for affixing said legs to said mouse. 

34. (New) A computer mouse assembly comprising: 

a computer mouse having a palm portion and two opposite lateral sides; and 
spaced-apart thumb and little finger guides attachable to said computer mouse, said 
guides being generally outwardly and downwardly opening, arcuate flanges, and said little 
finger guide being spaced from said thumb guide by an amount approximately equal to the 
distance between the thumb and the little finger of the hand of the intended user when the 
hand is in an open relaxed position so that the guides positions the user's hand in an open 
relaxed position and said guides being positioned such that the mouse may be moved and 
lifted without said user's thumb and little finger gripping the two opposite lateral sides 
thereof 

35. (New) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 34, comprising a palm 
member dimensioned and shaped to fit over the palm portion of the computer mouse and 
which is attachable to said computer mouse, said thumb and little finger guides being 
attachable to said mouse via said palm member. 



36. (New) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 34, wherein at least one 
of said thumb and said little finger guides is disposed generally above a lateral side of 
said mouse. 
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37. (New) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 34, wherein; said palm 
member is generally curved and shaped to support an average adult palm when the hand is 
in an open relaxed position. 

38. (New) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 34, wherein both of said 
thumb and little finger guides are disposed generally above opposite lateral sides of said 
mouse. 



39. (New) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 34, wherein said palm 
portion has an outline with a hand. 

40. (New) A computer mouse assembly according to claim 39, wherein said outline of 
said hand is recessed in said palm portion. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-2, 5-16 and 19-40 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-2, 5-16 
and 19-40 are allowed since certain key features of the claimed invention are not taught or 
fairly suggested by prior art. In claim 1, " said finger guide ring being spaced from said 
thumb guide ring by an amount approximately equal to the distance between the thumb 
and little finger of the hand of the intended user when the hand is in an open relaxed 
position so that the structure supports the user's hand in an open relaxed position and 
said guide rings being positioned such that the mouse may be moved and lifted without 
said user's thumb and finger gripping the two lateral opposite sides thereof . In claim 
14, " said little finger guide ring being spaced from said thumb guide ring bv an amount 
a pproximated equal to the distance between the thumb and the little finger of the hand of 
the intended user when the hand is in an open relaxed position so that the guides positions 
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the user's hand in an open relaxed position and said guides being positioned such that the 
mouse may be moved and lifted without said user's thumb and finger gripping the two 
opposite lateral sides thereof . In claim 24, " said little finger guide being spaced from 
said thumb guide by an amount approximately equal to the distance between the thumb 
and little finger of the hand of the intended user when the hand is in an open relaxed 
position so that the structure supports the user's hand in an open relaxed position and 
said guides being positioned such that the mouse may be moved and lifted without said 
user's thumb and finger gripping the two lateral opposite sides thereof, said guides 
being outwardly and downwardly opening, arcuate flanges" . In claim 34, " said guides 
being generally outwardly and downwardly opening, arcuate flanges, and said little 
finger guide being spaced from said thumb guide bv an amount approximately equal to 
the distance between the thumb and the little finger of the hand of the intended user when 
the hand is in an open relaxed position so that the guides positions the user's hand in an 
open relaxed position and said guides being positioned such that the mouse may be 
moved and lifted without said user's thumb and little finger gripping the two opposite 
lateral sides thereof '. The closest prior art Yang (6,297,808 Bl) teaches a hand controller 
device including a casing body is traversely penetrated with a finger holding hole(s) suitable 
for finger insertion and holding, fixrther, the casing installed with an active rolling ball, 
Lilenfield (6,545,667 Bl) teaches a cursor control device being comprised at least one 
button, and having a control circuit inside the body which is connected to at least one button 
and cursor control. However, singularly or in combination with other prior art, fail to 
anticipate or render the above underlined limitations obvious. 
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3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MANSOUR M. SAID whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7679. The examiner can normally be reached on MF (8:30-6:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BIPIN SHALWALA can be reached on (571) 272-7681. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is (571) 272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toU-free). 

Mansour M. Said 



Conclusion 



3/30/06 
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